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To the jruly Lonnie Suing dies the Fig 
Friends, and the Servants of the Lord | 


Fetus Christ. 


Brethren, Fathers, 7 F cllow-Labourers! 


| Suffer one of your order, to dedicate 
the following. pages unto you; beseeching 
you, to pe ruse them eee 


Ba that characte 


Dea your Body Body. 
— set forth 1 Si 


and are taught by that Spirit, who indited the 


same. I hope that you will not count it va- 
nity, in $0 insignißeant a person, to take the 


liberty of thus addressing you; and to call 
your attention to guch a weak performance. 


| Taking it it for granted,” that you will 118 with 
i 4 7 7 G 


1 cabverids - with econ hath - 


bb your siticere, and ale) fridnd, 


and Servant, 
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handle the sacred Oelen of prophecies; 
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20 Altho' the following pages, ee; 
aden of Clad it concerns you 40 take heed to the matter 
contained in them, as some of the excellent of the earth, who 
are the private followers of Jesus. I present you, in the ſol- 
lowing Discouthe, with some scenes, that you nut expect to 
pass through, if you aretchristians indeed, in whose spirit there 
is no (allowed) guile. To be ignorant of the devices of Satany 
| ks no recommendation to true christians, and to be acquainted 
with his depths, is of great use; that we may not benurprized, 
nor think them strange'things, that befalls us here; therefore 
Faul, would not have a bishop to be a novice, lest he fall into 
the snares of the devil. But as there are always, young ones, 
training op in the zchool of Christ, it cannot be amiss, to give 
them a hint, concerning what they must(expect to meet with, in 
the ways of the Lord, and in his service. 1 know one, who zome - 
years ago, was made willing, and ready, to go forthy\to di- 
seminate the knowledge of Jesus, to his fellow mortals; but 
| when he came to be actually engaged in the work, he found by 
practical experience, that there was more than words needful, 
to make a good minister of Jesus Christ. And in passing through - 
some small sufferings, in the continual discharge of his office, 
be saw he had much to learn, in wielding the shield of faith; 
and to discover the old paths, that others trod in, to be con- 
vinced, that he was in the right way himself. To learn the 
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theoretical part, is like an officer, who js ingtructed in 
tactics, and strutting on parade: nnn and moet 
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As this pereon 3s lil living, I heard him declare very ley, 
8 that, © aſter he had faced earth, and hell, for fourteen y eart, in 
the service of his divine Master; he found his own insufficiency, 


more than in Safes yr ORR ann to-the, | 


public warfare,” 


I have often heard, with grief Cs os Gn 
holy church, our most blessed church; whilst none have ap- 
peared io be farther off from tre holiness, and blessednes, than 
themselves. On the other hand, I have with no less concern, 


' beard 50ms, cry out, „ the diazenting interest is on the increace,.. 
zncee$s to the dissenting interest; whilst same have given too 


22d a progf of their dirzenting from good sound doctrines, May 
the good Lord cause, auch churchmen, and zuch dissenters, to 


in our land daily, rather than increase As 1am no 


party man myself, therefore I encourage no such spirit in others; 


except being attached to Jesus Christ, be deemed a partisan, 1 
could wish to see the time, when all distinctions zhall case, 
concerning names, and parties, among those who hold the a 


in all things; that all might be brought, to embrace each other, 


in the bowels of Jesus Christ. I trust, that I love all, who love 


our Lord Jesus Christ, in sincerity, and truth; and 12 
God in the spirit. I address the Ministers of the Gospel, of 


denominations, as the servants of the Lord Jesus Chriat ; and 1 


declare, that I cannot in words, express my affection. towards 
them. When I say thus much, I would not be understood, that 


it is a matter of indifference to me, what doctrines are propa- 


c 


gated, or received : or that I would wich to asgociate, or be fax 5 


miliar (in a spiritual sense) with any, who hold Are 
any fundamental error. The line of service, that 


led me into, in his providence, rs ROT 


I have not the leagt desire, to move in any othef sphere. I can 
. nnn nnn 


; 


6) 
bt 30 but agree, as to the object, arid auer of bo 


same. I bless the Lord for giving me, this true ca/helic iris; 1 

find the benefit of such a frame. This will make us chake hands 
together, and bind us in love, (if the fire of persecution is 

Naar in our land again) 30 that we may go to hedb ef regle- 


ing together; where all shall be on a level, and' eternally happy; 


when rigid bigntry, will be Aut "0, to Nur r the aint 


Christ do möfe. | N 1 


There will be no enquiry made among the the eres Nute 
tuns of Heaven ds to What nation did you Belong to, or come 
from ? Whete did you worship, it a parizh-chutch, or disdeni ling 

A- 


westing-house ? Or what 3 of christlabs did you 
semble with? But the main thing, to be taken hotite' will - 
| : be the wedding. g arment, ot the righteduintss that entitfes "ts 
à mansion kde; and sarictifying, chautiig inflentes of 920 $] * 


rit, with the blood shed on Calvary. Those who are mite 


ten of the sufferings of Chiict, Bete; and cbnſbrmable ws Hts 


image in mind, and spirit, will be made partakers of his glory 
in heaven. As T have found the coniteration of the object sei 


jected to the buffetings of Satan's' messenger; I'wish'to recom- 
mend my readers, to look to the same Jesut, leit they grow 


_ weaty, and faint in their minds; and they «hall de made more 


than conquerors in liſe, and death. Fhope I have not wrested, 


Peroverted, or mis- applied the Sctiptires' quoted in the same. 
Isbould not have ingcribed the initials of my name to this work, - 

| but with a view, (o clear any of my brethren; from any blame 
which might be aimed at them; by any nartow. minded, or cen- 


$6rious critic. May the Lord give" you grace to read, and d 


vnderstand, is the fervent desires, of your brother, and cops. 


mon in ae and 1 in the 1 and patience of * 
| E. D. 
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forth in the ſollowing pages, a stay to my own vol, whilet sub- | 
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But rejoice inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's 
92 _ , Sufferings. 1 Peter iv. & 18. 
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* \ S it is the prerogative of the Lord Jesus, the 


great Head of the Church, to call, and send 


forth labourers to the work of the ministry; so it is 


arrogance and presumption, for any to take this 
work out of his hands, or to attempt the work with- 
out a divine call from Him. And as those who are 
sent by Him, are partakers of divine grace, they are 


like-minded to Him, and actuated with the princi- 


ple of love, to God, and men; and their labours 
will lead to the same end, viz. the glory of God, 
and salvation of mankind; in which work, the 


must expect to fill up the measure of affliction al- be 


lotted unto them, for his body's sake, the Church; 
and thus be made partakers of his suferings. The 
inspired penman of my text, having been taught 
this lesson, from his Lord, personally, when with 


him on earth; he sets him forth, as at yon Bf. 
Se 8 


worthy of our imitation, in the first verse of 
chapter, and at the same time exhorts the ste wards 
of the manifold grace of God, to speak as th 


Ora 
_ cles of God, and to minister, according to t abi. 


lities which they had been endued with from on high. | 
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And having himself experienced some heavy trials, 
in pursuing his calling in the work of the ministry, 
he instructs his brethren, not to think it strange 
concerning the fiery trial, which was to try them, 
as though some strange thing happened unto them. 


But exhorts them to rejoice in the sgame. _« 


The words teach us, how the apostle had pro- 
fited from the instruction given, by our adorable 
Lord and Master. When the seventy came to in- 


form him, © of the devil's, being subject unto them, 


thro' his name:“ (that is.thro'-his authority or pow- 
er) © in this rejoice not, (says He) but rather rejoice 
because your names are written in heaven.” And 
on another occasion, he commands them to rejoice, 
„when they should be hated and reproached, and 
their names cast out as evil, for the .Son of Man's 
sake.“ And we find him and his brother John, ac- 
tually practising this lesson, © when they departed 


from the Jewish council, rejoicing, that they were 


counted worthy, to suffer shame for his name.” Luke 
vi. & 22, x, & 17-20—Acts v. & 41, '. © 


From what we read, in the Apostle's writings, 


we may justly conclude, that neither himself, nor 


his brethren in the ministry, had any idea, of be- 
coming civil princes, Spiritual lords, or possessors 
of a triple crown, or of enjoying rich benefices, 

but they were called, to go forth to minister in his 
name, who though He was rich became poor, that 
sinners, through his poverty, might be made rie b. 
And in following him, they were to expect a daily 
cross, and divers sufferings,. from different quar- 
ters, which their election to grace and glory, and 
their offices, and work would, surely subject them 
unto; as it will all those, who are called to this 
high honour, but most important, and afduous 
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work. When Paul was called, in his 2 from 
Jerusalem, to Damascus; the Lord informed Ana- 
nias, that he would shew him, what great things 


he must euer for his name's sake: from which de- 


claration (witnessed by the Holy Ghost) I presume 
the Apostle, counted the cost, «© that bonds and af- 
flictions were to abide him in every city.” Acts ix: 
Ne FE OT A ; 

In discoursing from these words, I shall endea- 
vour, rst, to shew the causes of our sufferings; 
secondly, the divers kinds of sufferings we are ex- 


posed to; thirdly, the different quarters from whence 


they come; and lastly, the end and benefit, God 
designs in the sufferings his servants endure, I must 
observe, that I mean, to speak of sufferings, first, 
as borne by the Lord Jesus personally; secondly, 
as his servants are ann of them; and this the 
context will justify. | 


First. The accidental cause, is effectual calling, 


and the spirit's work in regeneration. ' For when 


men become his disciples, and join in the commu- 
nion of saints, and follow him, in the way of his 


appeim gent. and are sent forth to preach the gos- 
Pel, 


el, sufferings are sure to follow, For thus saith 
our Lord, I have given them thy word, and the 


world hath hated them; because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world: and the glo- 


and ordained you, that you should go, and bring 
forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain. They 


shall put you out of the ey gOgues, yea the time 
] 


cometh, that whogoever killeth you, will think that 
he doth God servibe: and these things will they do 
unto you, because they have not known the Father, 


* 


ry, Which thou hast given me, I have given them. 
Ye have not chosen me, bnt I have chosen you, 


( 12 ) i 


nor me.” John xvii. & 14-16-18-21-22, xv. & 16, 


xvi. & 2-3. And the scripture, Where it treats of 
regeneration, says,“ If any man have not the spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his. Except a man be born 
of the spirit, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
He that is joined unto the Lord, is one spirit. That 


Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.” Thus 
they © are made partakers of the divine nature.“ 


And the Spirit's influences are termed © the wash- 
ing of regeneration.” Rom. viii. & 9—John iii. & 
3-5—1 Cor. iv. & 17—Ephes. in. & 17—2 Peter i. 
& 4—Titus iii. & 5. Therefore, if any man be in 


Christ, he is a new creature; old things are = ö 
fruit 


away. And, if we are not bringing fort the 

of the Spirit, we cannot be said, to be united to 
Jesus, by vital faith, or actually adopted into his 
family; so as to delight in the company of saints, 
as the excellent of the earth; to desire communion 


with, and to become companions of them that fear 


him, to suffer afflictions with them, and to enjo 


fellowship with our Head, in the ordinances of his 


house, by making a visible profession of his name. 
2 Cor. v. & 17 Psalm xvi. & 3, cxix. 63 — Heb. 


xi. & 25. But whether an open profession be made, 


or not, there is no going to heaven without sancti- 
fication, or derivative holiness, as well as justifica- 
tion. For Christ's meritorious work is the cause of 
our justification before God, but holiness of life 


justifies us before the world. 1 Peter i. & 2-15-16 


Rom. iv. & 5, v. & 1—James ii & 21-23-24. | 
These proofs are sufficient to a renewed soul, 
therefore | shall quote no more. The words of Da- 
vid (as a type of Christ) concerning the priests (as 
figurative of saints, especially martyrs) slain by or- 
der of Saul, may, in a mystical sense, be applied to 
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amiss;“ but as. for us, it may be said, © we ind 


61305 | 
all, who are partakers of Christ's sufferings; © I 


have occasioned the death of all the persons of th 
father's house.“ 1 Sam. xxii. & 22. 1 


_ Secondly. The procuring cause of r is 
sin, in themselves and others, which the Lord per- 
mitted to enter into the world, and which he 
mits to remain in it, and even sometimes to reign. 
And the ministers of Christ are called to reprove, 
and resist sin, both in themselves and others. Of 
Jesus and his sufferings it may be truly said, as N00 
dying thief said, chis man hath done nothin 


suffer justly.” He only, of all that ever appeared 
in human nature, could say, the prince of this 
world cometh, and hath ing in me; and which 
of you convinceth me of sin.“ Luke xxiii. & 41— 
John xiv. & 30, vill. & 46. Yet, in another sense, 


he was the greatest sinner that ever conversed with 


men, on this earth, that is, by imputation; as he 


stood the surety, and representation, of an innume- 
rable N of transgressors. For it was their 
t were laid on on him, and their transgres. 


iniguilies t 
sions procured him such dolorous sufferings. He 


had great cause to reprove a sinful world, when he 
was on earth; as he said to his unbelieving kins- 


men, in the days of his flesh, so it may be = of 


unbelievers, and unfaithful servants, now, © the. 


world cannot hate you, but me it hateth, because I 
testify of it, that the works thereof are evil.” John 


vii. & 7. And does he continue to send his servants 


to do the same work, in words and practice? Ves, 
verily. Then, let them not expect to be free from 
sufferings; but rather look for them, from a pro- 
fane world, and formal professors; for this will de 
their lot, if faithful to their trust. , {| + 


64) 


Thirdly. The instrumental cause is Satan, and 
under him, all opposers to the truth, as it is in Je- 
sus; to the people; and to the ways of God. Satan 
attacked our divine Leader and Commander, in per- 
son, by different temptations, which he set before 
him. And, as ministers are placed in a more pub- 
lie station than private christians, so, they are more 

exposed to his wiles; and as s/andard bearers in an 

army, he aims and levels his fiery darts at them par- 
ticularly, and would have his rifle men, of —— 
descriptions, shoot at them, with a view of weak-' 
muß and — their hands. As this apos- 
tate leader has several of his kind (invisible unto us) 
as well as the greatest part of mankind, to assist 
him in opposing Jesus, the Gospel, and his follow- 
ers; I shall not enumerate particulars here; but 
this wicked one, and house, may be justly stiled 
by the firm of Devil and Co. He is an old prac- 
titioner, having been in practice near 6000 years. 
He Knows what combustible matter the sons and 
daughters of Adam carry in them; and how to set 
it on a blaze, with temptations from without. None 
but the seed of the woman, our second Adam, can 


bruise his head, for his redeemed ones; and shortly 


he will bruise him under their feet. He vanquished 
him alone; and of the people there were none to 
help him. It is dreadful to think, what power this 
foul adversary, has had over the saints; when he 
tempted David to number the people. Peter, to 
withstand his master's sufferings, and afterwards 
to deny him, by an oath, cursing and swearing. 
Job, to curse the day of his birth. Jeremiah did 
the same, and no doubt he was instigated to do so, 
from the same quarter. He moved Jonah to say, 
that he did well to be angry. Thus he went about, 


(15) 


and still goeth about, like a roaring lion, to ok 
whom he may deyour. It is clear, from the case 
of Job, and the woman mentioned in the gospel, 
that he has power to afflict the body with — 
Oaly let us take care, not to charge him with what 
properly belongs to ourselves; for he cannot force 
us to sin: we are guilty of che practical part, he 
can only tempt us, by presenting objects to our 
senses; or else that exhortation would be in vain, 
which bids us © resist the devil, stedfast in the 
faith;” which is rightly done when we flee unto, 
and look up to Jesus tor help, according to the 
written word, and shun temptations. 1 Chron. xxi. 
&.1-—Matt, xvi. & 22 26 & 72—Mark xiv. & 71— 
Job iii. & 1 —Jerem. xx. & 14 —Jonah i iy. & 9— 
Job ii. & T—Luke xiii. & 16. 


The permissive cause, is God; whose righteous 
will permits men to go on without restraint. No sin, 
or temptations could remain in the world a moment, 
without permission from Him. God is a debtor to 
none; © He made man upright,” with sufficient 
powers to obey his will, He was under no obli- 
— to keep him from falling, and restrain him 

1 sinning. He had a Just right to punish him, 
for violating his law. Joseph's brethren sold him, 
for a slave, because God restrained them not. If 


Eli's sons make themselves vile, because their Fa- 


ther restrained them not, the Lord permitted it so 
to be. Does famine or oppression prevail? Remem- 
ber the hand that withholds seasonable weather, 
and who it is that bas the hearts of all men in his 
band, and turns them as he pleases. Does injus- 


tice, deceit, or sickness abound? © He who gave 
* and Israel to the robbers, per- 
And he, “ who commands dis- 


Jacob for a 
mits it so to 
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(46) 
eases to go, and come,” has an end to bring about 


in all these things. Shall there be evil in a city, 


and the Lord hath not done it ?” Eccles. vii. & 29— 


Tsaiah xlii. & 24—Luke vii. & 7-8—Amos iii. & 6. 
When the Lord withholds his retraining power, 


wicked hands perpetrate what their own depraved 


will leads them to do. The enmity of the Phari- 
sees, the treachery and covetousness of Judas, and 
the pusilanimous cowardice of Pilate prevail. 

Lastly. I wish after all, to make a reserve, for 
the eternal decrees, purposes, and counsel of God; 


which were secret unto us, until revealed in the in- 


spired word. God has a special hand, as the su- 
preme first cause, concerning all things that come 


to pass. I/ am certain, that all things concerning 
our Lord; and his church, were settled before time; 
and he informs us, that for such a cause and end, 
he came to that scene of sufferings; when the pow- 
ers of darkness were let loose upon him. I am con- 
vinced, that the persons of the elect are known un- 


to him; the work appointed for them to do, the 


time, and season in which they are to act; the 
number of their days are determined, the bounds of 
their habitations are fixed by him, who by one act, 


—— — IT 


beholds all things in time, long before they are in 


being, or come to pass, declaring (by his sove- 
reign will) the end from the beginning; and calleth 


those things which be not, as though they were.“ 
He is of one mind, and none can turn him, and 
whatsoever he willeth, that he doeth.” [saiah xlvi. 


& 10—MRom. 4 & 17—Job xiii. & 13. O for grace + 


and resignation, to submit to our lot, in every state 


and dispensation of his providence; that we may be 


still, and see his salvation; drinking every cup as 


coming from his hand, who is too wise to err, and 
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was there ever sorrow like his?” Let us survey 


| (17) 
tob good to be unkind to his dear children! Hav- 
ing thus mentioned a few, of the causes of the suf. 
ferings of Christ, it will not be amiss to shew, that 


they are written for a two-fold use, the one is, that 


he personally yielded obedience, in suffering for 


sin; the other use is, for an example td his minis- 


ters; and followers; who ars to imitate him in par- 
taking of his sufferings. Not, that we are to sup- 
pose, that he left us any thing to do, by way of 


meriting the  fayour of God, or to atone for our 


it, (that being completely finished, and wrought 
by himeelf) but leaving us an example, that we may 
tread in his steps, and follow him in the regenera- 
tion; to continue with him jn his = and 
to have fellowship with him in his sufferings, being 
made (thus), conformable unto his death; so that 
the members may be made like their head. By this 
we may plainly see, that the sovereign cause of our 
mption was his own purpose, and dur blessed 


Lord, when be waz about to pay the infinite debt, 


to ransdm guilty millions, says, © for this cause came 
I to this hour; and after his resurrection, he de- 
clares, “that he ought to have suffered. John xii. | 
& 27, xviii. & 37—Heb, ix. & 15—Luke xiv; & 
26-46. F eee e Da 
That I may be no longer tedious, I wilt get to 
my second general proposition. And I mean first, 
to speak of the sufferings of our Lord Jesus, and 
enumerate the divers kind: second, then speak of 
the sufferings of his servants, distinctly, as far as we 
are called to imitate him in partaking of them, He 
was a man of sorrows (su erings) and acquainted ' | 
with grief, from the womb to the grave, in one 
continued scene; and of whom it may be said, 


, 


| C 
his dee Majesty, as es in the ayer 1 
m 


of the gelten in the wo 


on — instrument a. bring m 2 45 he 
worl f Whose gol ig 1 5 from ever- 
fe 7 V2. And hom ras te e 
ed, as no room, among t ded guests, 
b! or him #hj nt alle k and cave $ouls. 
The women it 1 had FX their natiye ten. 


| derness, t rds, th 1.5 oy th EC, virgin, mpt 
left to A heys Se! only i Bon nw, the. 


beasts, to bfi forth 
bim in a 9 —5 ae Ts 
ee courtigrs, 


atfended 4 hm, Ang ing 600 hi mig 9 5 80, 
in ihe ig 57 peace on earl and 20 x 
wards men.“ It was t ese angel he 
the poor, but industrious, K 
ly, he, and his parents, erg ablig 1 
Cape the wrath of Herod, who, Had a, num 
male infants slain, in order. to make suf Of - 
child jesus. Luke ii. & 14. As he grew up, 5 
became a man of Sorro ys, grief, ang, 155 ak Lic 
wept at Lazarus's grave, and over Jerusal Un! & ich 
shewed that he took human Metin, as we 
human nature upon him. He went 115 doing 
good, to the souls and bodies of men; in n he, 
— with the contradiction of Aae be him- g 
self ; he was tempted by Satan, to elf mur. er, And 
to Work. N at * 90 ki Yea Fs ihe 
_ $ented with a sight gift of the wor 
Would. RN * and Fo; ap him, When, Je be 


false witnesses, who affirmed that he 
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gan to preach, how was he traduced, calumniated, 
and o Pte By his own kinsmen, deemed. be- 


side himself, and by others called mad, and a de- 


ceiver; yea, a devil: and he was charged with 
blasphemy, "derided, "and his n n tz by 

| | ad said, he 
would destroy the material temple. And as for his 


own disciples, who had promised, that they would 
not be offended, let what would follow; yet, in 


this little family, we find one betraying him, ano- 


ther denying bla, and all forsaking him. Thus he 


zuffeted grief, weariness, hunger, thirst and temp- 
tations; as. well as the unkindest treatment, from 


Friends and foes, He was led before the Roman + 
Governor, who with. the High Priests, Pharisees, 
and 'Soldfers, eruelly mocked; and buffetted him, 


ad condemned him to the cross ; but he laid down 


— 


me?“ Thus, «O death, 


his tife' for his sheep! To add to all his other auf. 


+ 


7 704 in the article of death, he was so deserted 
of the Father, that we hear him cry, with a loud 
voice, my God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 

er I1hus, © he was thy plague, and O 
grave, he was thy destruction!“ Hoe xiii. & 14— 


1 Cor. xv. & 55-57,” Our Jesus wWas active in seek- 


ing the destruction of sin, from the fist formation 
in the womb, and Seeking the salvation of sinners, 
of all ages ah size, from the youngest infant pos- 
sesséd of an immortal 80ul, to the oldest inner 


among mankind. © . 49919 
my beloved brethren,” who are called to 


deer withess'of this work, and exhibit this Armour, 
for 4 covering, to the army of redeemed ones. Let 


us cobtetnplate this ders: coloured garment of sal- 
vation, and consider Every act of the Redeemer, as 
$6 tany rays of this" rbyat robe of righteougness ; 
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and let us look to him for strength and skill, to re- 
present it aright, when marching to fight the bat- 
tles of the Lord; lest our — lose Sight of it, 
and we faint and be discouraged. His work of obe: 
dience is perfect, sinless, and complete; by hi 
we are justified from all things, and constitu 
righteous: before God: but we are called to adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour, in all things, that 
is, by practical righteousnes before men. Whey 
Christ's sufferings are applied to us, we may be 
truly said to be partakers of them; for by his stripes 
we are healed. There is another sense, in which - 
we must now consider ourselves subject to the suf- 
ferings of our Lord, which the text points to, not 
in a theoretical, but a practical view; remember 
ing, that onr Lord hath said,“ if ye know _—_ 
things happy are ye if ye do them. Love to Ge 
and man, moved our Immanuel, to undertake the | 
work of redemption : he was grieved to see trans | 
gressors violating the holy law, and desired to ho- | 
nour it by his obedience. He came therefore with 
delight, to do the will of Him who sent him, in sav- 
ing sinners, through his meritorious sufferings, and 
. . Immaculate righteousness ; and communicating the 
knowledge of salvation, to wretched, perighing 
creatures; thus dis laying the greatest wisdom, ex- 
ecuting the most admirable plan, and accomplishing 
the most excellent work, that ever was thought on, 
seen, or heard, either in heaven, or on earth!!! 
And as his servants are actuated by the same 
spirit, they are moved in like manner, to grieye 
when they see the way of trangressors, and to 
when men keep not the law.“ Therefore they wisl 
to be instrumental, in communicating the know» 
ledge of him, and salvation by the Gospel, let the 


} 


| 
| 


| wh are as Aboviptely promised, as salvatian- it- 


ac ungodly; 
dyre the 2 ele bah 0 Goa 
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consequence in 50, doing be what it may. No soon | 

er is Christ formed. in them, but the conflict 

and Satan, assisted by their corruptions, se % 

tiffle in the birth, or kill in its infancy, any appear- 

Rar of saving grace: as Herod, and his tools did 
he infants hey Corona They t herefore experi- 

— those words, to be b in a measure, 


in the world ye shall haye tribulation ;; and, 
all that will. live. Godly. in Christ Jesus, shall suf 
* perzecutionz” Jokn.xvi. & 33-2 Tim. iii. & 12. 
And if they are counted. faithful, the more they re- 
zemble their blessed Lord and Master, in life and 
ching; the greater eee from dif- 
rent quarters. It may s9 happen, that the Lord 
Ar a tf 2 ger: 
vants to n 1 is cast 
Ssors, — 
„delivered in a plain 
way, by a simple-hearted, u E zealous servant 
of. the Lord Jesus; they will be finding fault with 
his family, as if th y expected them to be absolute - 
ly perfect, or gruuging. the.scanty pittance, neces- 


| nk for their support. I have known women in 
such 2 
towards 


egations, forge t their natiye tenderness 
eir sex, . — in the most trying circum- 
stances; and if they did not send them into a sta- 
ble, they would thrust them away. out of their coast, 
if they nds 175 — such e as these, are vey 
ry unworthy of the name st; although 
make a great profession of being his followers. 
Just as our Lord entered on ihis public dane | 
woe, nd Satan attacked him, and according to his 
method of proreeding with our Master, we may 
expect to he . If thou be the Son 


We do that which is e, in affecting our b 


betore dur —— Loris re Wards, a e 
 hinplnities;" 

rence him, nd war W rk rater then 
vurselves to tie frens bf the unregen 
swing the way And service of ar Savioarl' THE 


ue the same kfd of Weapons a He did f 
e j is written, 8&62 If this mode doth hot $HEBLEU 


(% 


of God, Se, 80 he would teach us to doubt, 

mer we are 50ns of Odd'by n eration, 22 75 
ed to the work df the in inistty 

extricate ourse ves from Want, ory kaihinig 1 

plles in an unta wife fianter. He Me Wine c. | 


tempt us to degparr, hy casting Gurbelves out of the 


way of providende; nd to pe cue, that althou h 


Anden datgelves to needles 5 

_ 7 ed; altfbügt we sin 1253 ä 
enter into tations, - 1 ak pag # i is 
ware Then he ca Set forty we d to, Ming 
and lwwours'6f-the Word; id (a+ channel 


Wt 9 ORE 


ertrte, int 1 
KR 
way for us t& det ich bim ig, t& OR ke fo o” the 
e of our Master, 60 beg war tren Nun 7 

E 


and his eloveh feet is „ 8 Fork | 


in another kind ef 


Ministers of Christ; "as Woo" wh i re NE 


cervers of the euch bac then up, to be dis- 


affected 8 - If this Wül not do, 
he can by his end e esent is wall © 
beside themselves, firter to confined}; than 1084 
heatkened! unto, - br os #ted with And When 


they are culled to reprove fen ft bin, be bete heit 


hearers to pour contempt oi; and to' be offended 
at them and to pay no attention to their reprodfs. 
Another method, by which they suffer is this/ he 

raises false witnetses, to wert and pervert thei? 


% ” 
- —— — a 
. 


| with such a fell fm 


' forgggki me. Vet dethone oftthese 


)* 


gere in N utte things that 
* 3 

on — 1 

Get to nifora n n death I the. 

last ; a5 Re MP pp$ties,,.a00; martyrs dif... Lb oy 


Tow 1 5 5 ſorious ain, evil 
repo M Suſe an yr, pe 
ropsrty, e ag 


racters, mi- 

"= > an open, 
= ail t Han 078 Tudty@ N33 nac 
teme hare- HENS that those who have biten- 
most: ominentiyr useful in thi» Church of (God; haue / 


engen Aignally &bþhousdd with che like sigffer- 


bur Lad, aber apostle Paul for instance; 
n himself, Moves 
earth, fon it is net ft 

that he should live and when brought he fare N- 
roanhs Saus, , no man stood with, me, but all men 
movetus, 
a eee or to ſy ield to the: nolicitatianof- 
8 ** sinfub accommodation; | in 
lpingito.dea) he mhle coungeb of God, as 


| rexgaled eye, fean uf shame uns uſferiug 1c 


3 Lat us take a vie of the different q uer- 
ters, from whence 2 suſſerin eme Gus 


Lond's: suſſedin ed cm a King. 
Fro this coming to e him of his kingdom 


e, whowas fearful of: loging his sujets, 
— the lau who taught the 


his work. ed. From the tans 
who by their traditions, had made it void, andi un- 


People, and 


intelligible. From the Pariser, who sought to 


be justiſied by their on works, of moral, and 
2 From his own relations, and huis na. 
in general. From his prefussed friends and- - 


— c 


feet through sufferin 
Then remember who hath said, © in the world,” 


(2) 
From the hig priest, un judge, the tumulty-/ 
ous rabble, 43 rude ; aj yi 9 from sin, 
as the root from whence Ace several branches 
grew ; and from God himself, who permitted it 50 
ta be; when he hid (as it were) his face from him. 
And was the an of our Salvation, made per- 

s? Jes verily. And, are 
we called to go forth and publish these tidin P ; 


shall have tribulation.” And, * woe? be: unto: | 
well of you” Again, 1 sen 


when all men . 
you forth, as, in the-midet df WODIves; be'ye' 
— — wise, as ſerpents, and harmless as dove, 


dc. If he who had neither cpdt, nor blemish ef 
sin in him, did not esca "howwan'we' 
expect to be free from them, O have so much bin” 
in us, as well. as about us; and if we * 
them, we must be armed with the same mind und 
spirit as he was. Here, I would observe, that! 
whilst persons of the same principles and piacti a 
remain in the world; akhough they may be c 

by different names, yet this Will not ohe the na- 
ture of things; therefore, thoke that geek — 
2 _ a of the; devil wilk in every 

age, a e, find the same 
— * a measure. »Lhenofore, let us not 
couraged, or think any thing strange that we =Z 
with; but ratherlook unto him, who hath promised, 
as thy days, su shall thy strength be: lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 
For as he is à faithful High Priest, in that he him- 
self hath suffered, being tempted; he is able to 
succour them that are tempted: Duet. xxxiii. & 25 
— Matt, xxvili. & 20— Heb. ii & 17-18. And as 


our Lord suffered n . 2 | 


(3 
nisters and followers, must expect to suffer from 


Pharisees and Antinomians, whilst they stand be- 


twixt them ; for the one would rob their Master of 
His ri hteousness, and the other, of his holiness. As 
Mr. Hart observes, © that pharisaic pride, and anti- 
monian licentiousness, would grind the church, like 
the u and nether mill-stone.” No sooner do on 
-. cease consulting flesh and blood; and en ge bab. | 
liely in the wor of the ministry, going 12 in Ne 
name, but we ma expect the conflict to begi 
with the combined force of earth and hell.“ 
heathen will rage, the £ EE (of Israel) ) imagine A 
vain thing; the kings of the earth, and civil rulers, 
take counse! together against the Lord, and against 
his anvinted.” Antichristian powers, both Maho- 
medan, and Papal, will unite against the Christ of 
God, his Gospel, and his ambassadors. The schools 
of conceited philosophers, will clamour, like the 
scribes and Pharisees of old; our modern Atheists, 
like the ancient Sadduces, will muster their forces; 
and our modern jesuits, like the ancient herodians, 
wilt use all their craft to uphold their interest, and 
by carnal policy, will endeavour to accommodate 
truth, and error; so as to prevent the spread and 
owth of vital godliness. erod and Pon tius Pi- 
ate, ate made friends; when Christ, and his church 
are to be persecuted, and set at naught. But | 
who'sitteth in the heavens, will laugh to scorn, 
—_ pour —— . — upon Princes, who endeavours 
Fab determined, shall be de- 
„at the brightness of his comin Such a 
midianitih host, shall be overthrown wit the weak 


instruments of pitchers, and lamps: and mystical 
br „Are oſd Jericho, hall have her walls bat- 


wn with rams horms; and cursed is he, 
e 
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that attempts to rebuild the same, either in a civil, 


or a doctrinal sense. The servants of the most high 


God, may meet with many a thrust, from different 
quarters, in publishing salvation; but let them cry 
aloud, and spare not; for infidelity is spreading 

throughout our land, and popish principles gaining 
ground to an alarming degree. Let the servants of 
the Almighty Jesus prove faithful to their trust, and 
scek the honour of their head; by standing on the 
ground of faith (which he is the author and finisher 
of) and bid defiance to the gates of hell; never for- 
getting, what a good, confession he witnessed be- 
ore Pontius Pilate. In doing this, they will find 
many hinderances, and much opposition from with- 
in, and without; such as strong carnal reasonings, 

and imaginations; and as the flesh in general, 
wishes to shun the cross, and loves ease, it may be 
our own corruptions, together with our relations, 
and friends, will be ready to say, why wilt thou 
destroy thyself, be it far from thee, this shall not be 
unto thee: do not expose yourselves to such dan- 
gers, in going to Jerusalem above. But we must 
not forget that such suggestions or insinuations, 
savour more of the things that be of men, than 
those that be of God. It may be the partner of 

your life, may say, dost thou still retain thine in- 
tegrity? Or it is possible, that when you have de- 
livered your message, you may be told, that a He- 
rod is seeking your destruction; or that your rela- 
tions are seeking to secure you, looking upon you 
as a little touched, if not beside yourself. Others 
may deem you mad, as deceivers, and possessed of 
a bad spirit, and may go about slandering you, and 
laying things to your 1 (as false witnesses) that 
you know nothing of. Perhaps it may be your 


627) 


lot, to be cast among an ungodly set of professors, 
who cannot endure the plain truth, and whose hearts 
are going after their covetousness; and who, like 
the Pharisees, deride you, and are offended, - when 
you faithfully warn them of their danger, with a 
ic take heed and beware of covetousness; and she 
that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.“ 
Luke x11. & 15—1 Tim. v. & V. . 5 
These infatuated mortals, think they do right, in 
withholding a maintenance, from any one who la- 
bours in the word, and doctrine, if he does not sa- 
crifice his conscience to please them; by keeping 
back what he is commanded to deliver, or refucing 
to study what is agreeable to their ears and hearts. 
The Lord has declared his mind, in the following 
words, concerning the matter to be delivered; * thou 
therefore gird up thy loins, arise, and speak unto 
them all that I command thee ; be not dismayed at 
their faces, lest I confound (or dismay) thee. O son 


I do not know, whether these sort of christians, know 
thing of that arch apostate Julian, of whom I have read, that 
when his uncle Constantine died (who had been very generous 
in bestowing honours, on the minigters of Christ in his day). 
He thought, the best way to root out the name af Christ, and 
his doctrine from the earth, was to try, to starve the ministers, 
and then the ministry would ths cease io trouble them.“ 
IN Dow 12. that this was a bad contrivance to accomplish 
is abominable purpose? And is it not very grievous, o see 
those who. profess (in word) to love Christ, and his Oos 
act so unbecoming their profession? For the law of nature 
teaches the heathen, to provide for their teachers, and temples ; - 
and the laws'of God, and man, are veryclear, in appointing a 
fortion, for the ministers, hoth under the mosaic, and gospel dis- 
pensation: so that those, who deny it, act contrary to reason, 
and scripture; thus Jaying a snare, for the minister, either to 
offend God, or tb ufer the want of his dues, by withholding is 
support of tem things. „ e ee 


— 
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of man, I have set thee a watchman to the house 


of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at m 
mout i, and warn them from me; if thou dost not 


speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wick 
ed man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I 


require at thine hand.“ Jerem. i. & Exel. xxxiii. 


& 7-8. God,; in the present time, commands and 
requires of his servants, the same, as he did in days 
of old. And Paul informs us, that © he laboured 
to keep a conscience void of offence, both towards 


God, and towards man.“ Acts xxiv. & 16. Yet, 


though the word of God is so plain, l wish to 


tread in the steps of the Prophets, ostles ;- 
and follow the example of your adorable Mast 
you may have a Judas lurking in communion with 
you, who may be watching an. opportunity of be- 
traying you, into the hands of men, filled with envy 


to your persons, and doctrines ; like the Pharigees | 
of old; who may get you apprehended, (and false - 


ly accuse you) as an enemy to Cæsar; and there 
may be human tribunals, base enough thro' cowar- 
dice, and a desire to aceommodate themselves to 
the state, and to. ecelesiastical rulers, who may con- 
demn, or deliver you, to the Will of your enemies; 


contrary to justice, to the admonition of friends, 


and the light of their consciences; as we find was 


te case with Pontius Pilate, who condemned our 
Lord, although he: himself found no fault in the 


prisoner. Malt. xxvii. & 18-19—Luke xxiii. & 18. 
14. Again, it may so happen, that you may have 
such friends about you, who really love you, and 


your doctrine; and have promised to cleave unto 


you staunch, and ſirm, let who will be offended: 


but in the hour of trial, when your enemies ate 


wakeful, lively, and strong, seeking your destruc- 


£ 
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tion, 88 are they? Perhaps, instead of e 
ing, they are slumbeting, and heavy with Sev. 
and if you stir them up, and they awake out of their 
Stu 1 i is to smite in an unbecoming ng manner, 
wit! , Weapon, the cars of their enemies, 
which will d you little, or ao help; or perhaps 
| W back deny you, and thus you are ex- 
Rae, to eringe, from. this quarter also; your 
eavenly Father Having decreed the hermissian of 
euch a power from above. John in. 1 den ii. 
& 23, iy & 18. 8 
* 1ð. ave bitherto confoed e to the various 
quarters, winch our Lord, personally met his suffer 
ings form, ad erkinh you may be more, or less ho- 
noured with. But there are other quarters, that we 
and the Apostles, were exposed to aner from, and 
you experience in some .mMeasUre, a share of 
them; for Paul says, © he swfered trouble, as an 
evil der; and arms Timothy, © to be a-partiaker 
of the afflictions of the goopel, and to eadure hard- 
ness, as a gaod soldier Jesus Christ. I will men- 
tion some = them, they may come from your old 
companions, © who, think it strange, that you run 
nat with them, to the same excess of riot, speak- 
ing evil of you.” Or ke the Jews, who went ghout 
to kill Paul, knowing be was once a choice associ- | 
ate of theirs ;. when he 8 others to blas- 
N the worthy name, which he afterwards found 
his highest honour to set farth, in the most excel - 
lent manner. Or your sufferings may proceed from 
anguish of spirit, drying up the bodily moisture; 
proceeding from a sense of the wrath of God, against 
e ungodliness of men; and to this may be added, 


the wearisome el ots of st dy ; and your labour in | 


travelling, from * to place, to deliver yur mes- 
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sage; and perhaps not always meeting with ac- 
commodation for your bodies. These things may 
cause diseases, and sickness: for we read of Tro- 
phimus, being left at Miletum, sick; Epaphroditus 
was sick, and nigh unto death, for the work of 
Christ; and Timothy had his oft infirmities. It is 
possible, that you may suffer from such as Alexan- 
der the copper-smith, opposing your doctrine; or 


| a Demetrius whose craft is in danger; or false bre- 
thren creeping in una wares, to copy your li in 
Christ Jesus; or such heretics, as Phi 


iletus and Hy- 
meneus, who concerning the truth have erred, and 
overthrow the faith of some; or your people may be 
rplexed with legal teachers, who want to be per- 
ected in the flesh, by some ceremonies, not belong- 


5 ing. to the gospel; and who talk of their having a 
call, 


to go to places, (to introduce what they term, 
proper order, the whole truth, and rig lit communi- 
on,“) and cause divisions, and offences; which cha- 
racters, Paul bids us, to mark, and avoid, as they 
do not serve our Lord Christ.“ Gal. ii. & 4, ui. & 
3-2 Tim. ii. & 17-18—Rom. xvi. & 17-18... 
It is very likely that you may have, in your con- 


1 some haughty, and malicious ones, like 


iotrephes of old; who loving to have the pre- 


eminence, prating with malicious words, against all 


that will not let them lord it over ministers, and 
people; but whether such characters be known, by 
the name of deacons, elders, or wardens; I should 


= 


As the Lord never gave a call to men, to 8e and rend such 


assemblies, as have the gospel, and its ordinances administered 


in them; I do not know, how they can charge him with their 
evil doings; but I am glad, that there is a better Judge than my- 
self, to decide their cage. ö 


— 


/ 
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like to know, from whom they received their 
authority, to act in such a manner? As I am 
confident it is not from Christ, either by oy: | 
cept, or example. I will pass over, with the bare 
naming the spoiling of goods, penalties,” and impri- 
sonments, which owing (under God) to the laws of 
our country, we are exempted from; unless we re- 
fuse proper, legal obedience unto them ; and they 
are never so severely enforced, as when they are en- 
forced by an Ecclesiastic, holding the civil sword.“ 

Let us now consider the last proposition, viz. 
the end, and benefit of such sufferings. Here I 
would. remark, that it is common among men, 
who wish to excel in any calling, to form a mo- 
del in their own minds, concerning some eminent 
person, in their line of profession, with a view to 
imitate him. Thus we find philosophers speak high- 
ly of Aristotle, Plato, and others. Orators of Be- 
mosthenes, Cicero, and others in the same line. 
Warriors of Alexander, Czsar, and others. Law- 
yers have their oracles too; but christians have pre- 
Sented to their minds Jesus Christ, as the greatest 
 philosopher, orator, valiant warrior, and counsellor, 
that ever appeared in the world; for who can know 
the natural creation, so well as He who created all 
creatures, and things? Who so eloquent, as he 
„who spake as never man spake?” And who 80 


We find admirable Calvin (when a magistrate of Geneva) 
did not handle this instrument, with the greatest lenity, in the 
case of Servetus. It is such an unseemly weapon, for a christian 
divine, that our Lord would have nothing to do with it. But it 
is to be hoped, that as fl 16 ms totters, and trembles, that 

things will, in the Lord's due time, get to their primitive im- 
Simp city; although we may encounter some severe es, 
before that time arrives. Luke xii, & 14—;Jokz viii. & Ll, 
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victorious, as he, © who spoiled principalities, and 
2 waking a shew of them openly, and tri- 
umphing over them in it.” And who so well ac- 


quaints with the laws of the kingdom, as himself, 


455 explained them so ably? In him, we have 


the most illustrious example of wisdom and know- 


— e, ada ry oratory, . and divine / eloquenee; - 


ich at twelve years of age, caused the atlmita- 


; — of the learned Jewish doctors) with the fofti- 
tude and petseverance of the most warlike hero 
who „ get his. face like a flint, knowing that he 
should not be confounded ; neither did he fail, or 


was discouraged,” when performing the work of 
redemption. Tall I. & 7, xlii. & 4 -Col. fi. & 15.1 


What are all the battles fought; and victories. won, 


when compared with the glorious conquest obtain · 
ed on Calvary, by this great Conqueror of death, 
and hell? and whose fame shall spread far, and 
wide, in the everlasting gospel, throu out the uni- 
versal world. Then my dear brethren, let us look 


unto him, and pray to be. inspired, with _ Re 
principle of true magnaniniity. 


When man was first created, and dtaced m Fa- 


radise, his chief end “ was to glorify God, and to 
enjoy him for or 40 being lde apright in 
is C 


the moral likeness o realtor: he was Fete 
of so doing, as he was ended with sufficient pow- 


ers: but when he was seduced by the tempter, 


from his allegiance to bis Maker, and felt from his 


original Fable of . the became dep taved, de based, 
and incapable of so doing. Henol a new creation 
work is neces to recover; , and renew that 


kreoubness, and trut ho- 


"the fall; and which is called; 
kl w l in 11, * 107 5, it, & 10, ly, & 23-24. F 


* 


bis church) he uses the sufferi 


n 
W create abe wz in Christ 
then we set about the work heartily, and ans wer 


» 


exus, 


| the end for which we were originally desi 
And as God, has still his on glory in view, a 
the benefit of his creatures, (but more espedially 
Aux are excrcised 

with to subserve that end. As 8 de- 
stroy the S of the devil for us, from the first 
ment of his conception in the womb; 80 from 
2 moment, of our new creation in him, he 
seeks to destroy sin, in us, by subjecting us ta him: 
self, thee: guch means, as $hall lay men low and, 
ause mn to exalt bim in their alyaton ; or no 
Hes wo in his nce., This is a lesson, 
set forth ery clear, in e Gospel; but which we 
are very slow in learning; 1 2 there is a needs be, 

for out manifold temptations, to teach us the same. 
In short, it is the 1 work i in, the world, to re- 
tore . 9 his origin 3854 dependance up- 
allegiance pain God, , When Jesus under- 


. Bycv the of sinn and. came to save them 
through ee 2 learned obedience, by 


the things he Suffered, alhough. a son without sin! 


250 We are called, to“ 3 in wi 4 


manner,, by May of, traipi $0 8 | 
mae Hay of, Sa AS pace wes (of —.— 
which he confers. upon sm of his by ghly fayoured 
berate, which athers.0 of the, same a are not 
made partakers of, in the bke measure; as the apos- 
tle teaches them at Philippi, © for 18. Wer 
en in the behalf of Christ, not only to' believe. on 
bim, but also to fer for his sake. iy On — 4 


In of his 11 had some who 
tol 


him, WI hithersoever he went; 23 when Pk 
em, what they were to * in 80 0 
5 


up a daily cross,“ it was very erident that they mis- 


— "x Ho —— — —_ — Wd - + 7 — 


were none to help him; jest we 


mies, 


( 340 32 
and by way of precept declared, they must take 


took the nature of his kingdom, and work, by their 
going away sorrowful and by so doing; they evil 

enced, that they were not fit for his kingdom, and | 
work; and that they were not called into the ser- 


vice. 1 Peter i. & 6— Heb. v. . 8—1 Feter iv. & 1 
| wr & 29—Mark ix. & 23-57 to 6222 


Another end, God had in view, in wing n To 


| on «made in the likeness of sinful flesh”; was not 
only, to condemn sin in the flesti, for those WE 
believe in his name; dut to conderdhi sinners, and 
to leave them without excuse; who did not believe; 


as will: be the case, with all that hear' the gowpel, 
and refuse obedience unto him, who is set fort 
therein: and all other sins in compatison to ns 2 


are but small. Nom viii. & 3.—Jofn xv; & 22-24; 


A in, as we are all, too 5 ne to Lonthie various 
er 


mes, and to look to different quarters, for deliv- 


 erances, and salvation; it is a mercy, to be ex experi-. 


mentally taught, to dense from man“, in this 
particular. And, as God knows the thoughts of 
men are vain, he presents us, with an object suita- 
ble to our wants, and bids us look unto him, Who 
wrought salvation alone, and of the people there 
ow weary, and 
faint in our minds, when exposed to the contradic- 
tion of our fellow mortals; and as he has prorioun- 


ced the person cursed, who trusts in a mere arm of 
flesh; so he has declared them blessed, who put 


their trust in him: thus he bears the g glory of our 
salvation. Again, the Lord i * lorißed, in these 
fiery trials of his saints, by upholding weak instro- 
ments which wil power, in the face of powerful ene- 

h will turn out one "Gy boy, a x textimony 
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* 


Os 8 
against them: thus making them,“ more than con- 
querors, through him that hath loved them, and 

iven himself for them, who will never never leave, 
nor forsake them.“ Rom. viii. & 37 Heb. xiii. & 5. 

Another end, the Lord has in view, no doubt, 
is to display his faithfulness, in supporting and deli- 
vering his saints, in a critical, and suffering state; 
as it was with Moses, and Israel at the Red Sea; 
the three worthies, in the fiery furnace; Daniel, in 
the lion's den; the Apostles, when in prison; and 
Paul, at Corinth, at Rome, and in the ship: so 
that they may see clearly, that it is his own hand 
that works for them. Again, as true precious faith, 
is the same as to its kind, in all believers, 12 | 
not equally strong in all, yet equally safe) it must 
be tried, and proyed, as gold in the fire ; therefore 
Abraham, must offer Isaac, as a proof of his 
obedience to the Lord. When the people were 
ready to stone David, he encouraged himself in the 
Lord his God. Though he slay me, yet while I 
trust in him, saith that pious sufferer Job, when he 
was tried by his wife and friends, who came to 
condole with him, but thrust many a dart at him, 
by suggesting that he was a hypocrite, As the Lord 
Jesus, magnified the law, and made it honourable, 
through bis obedience; and came with delight, to 
do the will of his Father; therefore all his ministers 
and saints, must be made conformable. unto him, 
both in their sufferings here, and in their state of 
glory hereafter ;- and that God predestinated them 
to this end, is clear from what the apogtle' sets 
down in Rom: viii. & 17-18-29; © if so be, that we 
«fer with him, that we may be also glorified toge- 
ther,” 8&c. &c, and in 2 Tim. ii. & 12, if we sußer 


« = - 


we shall also reign with him.” * 


. 
: — 
* * 


— 


bolstered by their several connections, an 


„„ (M3 
As the Lord's own servants, are too apt to be 


_ Cleaving in the dust, and too often seeking ease, and 
tifying their senses, and ere, the cfosses, | 
appoints for them; he sees it needful, and good, 


to exercise them with sufferings of different kinds, 


from different quarters; to lead them to seek en- 
during happiness from himself alone, who will ne- 


ver disappoint, or fail them, as creatures do. Here 


I would record it to the e his grace, and ho- 


nour of his name, that in all my gferings, I have 


been exercised with, I can say, that he In faithful- 
ness, has afflicted me; whilst at the same time, my 
soul hath them in remembrance, and is humbled 
within me, when I think of the worm wood, and 


the gall, of my froward carriage, under them, in too 
Pr ni | CCC 


* As there have in all ages, « in bene; ungodl * ö 
who have thrust themselves io the work of the r wich a 


out renewed hearts, and who may have eminent gifts; which ' 
-have puffed them up, and ed in the end, their destruction; 


" for gifts are for the benefit of others, grace is for ourselves. 


Such men, whilst lifted up with human a ene a 


equalled- by their vain admirers, make a wonderful stir,, among 


1 ignorant professors; and perhaps prove very troublesome to the 
dear servants, and followers of Jesus Christ, as they were in the 


apostles' days. I have known sueh persons, set in such e 


Where they have been mightily extolled, (by those who are fo 


of a smooth tongue, '« new face; or novelties of any kind), and 
fed like cattle, in rich pastures for. the slaughter ; and as such 
teachers, are in Lene very covetous, they of course have 
men's persons in admiration, ſor ad 


1 


laam did of old; or act as Judas, or Dæmas did. O what a cut - 
ting reflection, to think of being instrumental of ine 
out of others, whilst they themselves, must lodge with infern 


9 


spirits at last! When they hear hose words pronounced, The- 


ver knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity.“ Matty 
vii. & 22-23. Nn eO \ FAM. .233- > 2886) 


ed upon as un- 


e sake; to serve their 
lusts, pleasures, and gain, they will give such counsel, as Ba- 


5 
1 


"4 
4 


y | 


a) 

often murmuring at my lot. . 

some benefits, that, are 5 5 2 sufferings. 

Abt the ministers of Cbfist. are a City, and. light set. 

uj n 2 hill, to be seen of others, 50, the 8 
of the earth, to Preserve it. e re, they, 

22 called upon, to be patterns, and examples. to, 

beleivers, in what, be ale them, that way he af u 

to the flock, i in going hefore'them, in 0 

* e ; that we may ee our beayenly ather, 


y letting men see bur ligt d de our works, 
an 80 besos signs 9 yr 5 t 8 | 
Jame 5 18. | 6's iN tak 
ro phets for wi: ns ng, only, of $utfe 
liebes by but of their patience, i in doing, it. 1 1 


way ag & 9 5 of Mitnesses tg them in the apos - 
martyrs. And, the apostle Pau ipforms, 

E 0 that tribulation, v We rketh patience. Teri 
* that a beneßt, that'learns me, to posses my, 
in patience.” Matt, v. & 13-14:15-16—1 i. 

12 James v. &. 10 Hon, v. \3—Luke xxi. 

25 gain, we may be cast into the furnace Fg 
K 5 d, as the three chilgren were. 587 Fo 


be have =, bonds loosened, are made ——4 
— — We find liberty of soul, and enlarges, 
ment eart 15 prayer, meditation,. a and circumo 


spect holy walk, it Wer As the martyr in, 1 | 


our! A « until I got into prison, IWas bound,, 
but 9951 am at lien 0 Axa when ayfferings. 
are sanctified, it em prey us, of .confid 7 10 our- 
xelves, and others; 0 ges us fro 957 * 
(s the apostle. teache 8 wp at Corinth) an b) and. Tx . . 
us to have e 25 in the Lord, as well as 
lowship with him; and learns us to speak, a wo 

in season to the w weary. Fot as the zufferings. . 


* en . us, 50 gut copsolation * 


' 


knowing that as ye are partakers of the sufferings 


nor desire after them. 


eth, by Christ; and our hope of you, is stedfast, 


so shall ye be also of the consolation. But we ha 


the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should 


not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the 


dead.“ Therefore that must be beneficial, that lke 


a'caustic, burns our pride, empties us of conſi- 


dence, in the flesh; and learns us to rejoice in Christ 


esus, as our all, in all. 2 Cor. i. & 5-6-7-8-9—Phil. 


iii. & 3. Again, it mortifies the body of sin, it cru- 
Cities the flesh, with the lusts thereof; crucifies us 


ants the world, and the world unto us. When the 

holy spirit, works quite contrary to our expectati- 
on, perhaps sends poverty, instead of riches; sicx- 
ness, instead of health; dishonour, instead of ho- 

nour; so that we have such clogs put upon us, that 
we cannot pursue after, or overtake our idols, X 
which we may be in search after, and brings us, 


as weaned children to sit down quietly, and be 


still; and teaches us to esteem the reproaches of 
Christ, greater riches, and honours, than all the 
treasures in Egypt; and to choose affliction with 
the people of Ga: then I call these things bene - 


ficial; but there are many in our days, that can see 
no more use in the beauty of holiness, or sufferings 
of the saints, than they could of old in the comli- 


Li 


ness of Jesus; therefore they have neither relish to, 
Lastly, it brings ace to others, as well as our- 
selves. The sufferings of Paul, and his compani- 
ons, proved a signal benefit, to the jailor, at Phi- 
lippi; and the bonds, of the Apostle, were made 


manifest in Nero's palace, in the conversion of some 


in that family; and we read of some, Who have 
been converted, in beholding the fortitude, and | 


1 | n 
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l constan of martyrs. The envious jews, made 
Paul, ON Barnabus to wax bolder ; * what ef- 


| fect. i it had upon others, at Rome, we figd reporded 5 


in the Epistle to the Philippians; many of 
brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by as 
bonds, are much more. bold, to speak the word 
without fear.” chap. i. & 12-13-14, And if we 71 
our own slavish imaginary 1 from n overs 
e, surely it is a very great blessin 
ins from La babdige > But after of be let us take 
heed, that none suffer as an evil doer ade am 
afraid, that many ink. the 5 suffering, 
teousness sake, when in fact, thay are meg 
very Justly, from their aer mortals, for their e 
doings, committed by them, in words or actions. 
I hall draw towards a conclusion, with two % 
' Servations for use. First, to the dear ople of | 
God; and-secondly,. to the honoured ; dear mi- 
nisters of Christ. rom what has been said, the mi- 
nisters of Christ, are called to a most important 
work. Remember that you count them, as 59 | 
ministers of Christ, and the gtewards of the m 
ries of God; and esteem them very highly in > 
for their work's sake, Be ye followers of th 
as dear children, even * they follow Christ.” "Ds | 
not treat them, as the Heathens did the Apostles, 
who said, * the gods were come Ne 5 in the 
likeness of men ;” but receive them, as the am · 
bassadors for Christ. Remember such Who have 
the rule ovet you, who have spoken unto you the 
word of God; whose faith follow, con the. 
„ -end'of their conversation; . them, ait | 
 yourselyes, for they watch for your souls, as Fil 
Frog must give account, that may. do "it it 
oy, and not ih gre ef; for that W 
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N ; yo, Sith are A Sweet savohtf Ute Gd. But . 
A Sus hath sad, < that they Who despise them, 
br - thing e him!“ As the 1171 aMicted, “ and-suffer 4 
6 1 Tor the clect'“ sake; see that you, „ Eoun 
in 1 7 115 . 2 that we „ 
i e word a trine.”. Cor. 1—1 
* 5 Cox. 15 J. & 7 40% Hi. 105 17—Aets Me: 
' &11—2 OF. v. N leb. xili. e 


E T5<=Luke x. 1 18 n. & 10—1 ho? i 


* 

9 

. = 
* 
| 


2 
- 


17. th their Sufferit ds not stand a 
them, 8 o Uhto eth to he eak vi vanity.” ; 
| don't know whit bene ou Mo in not 100 
. Hem; When afffidted, th h time, their mini 
dean mae 175 * 384 it is pet 

* 9 9 d thay t6 the hu 

of easting” ; se are inf 4 6 wot ho fo, 955 | 
brief and, Aird „ hat sught t60 many giati catiz 
ns, from vich$6chies of amusement. As they, a ar 

often devisthg Uderäf things, and seeking your good 
When you. are heavy with Sleep, aid ignorant 1 
1 matter, ot eareless about it; do not 10 wy 0 | 
1 tet zamtenitions, of turn the deaf ear 2 
\ #h6U14 habe 1 0 ge . 40 e Jo 


i eo: of ; 
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w ae 1 65 
155 oy Fanden he Ny! * 5 e stem e men. 
crack with the plainest abilities, in pte fere 9 8 


1 
se, who have the . plendid parts ; ; wit gu | 
. 4 Walk, and Eonye ersatl nog cord} 9 | to E g el, 1 
TE The fornier,” -will'consid -msely 98 in 958 in 
-the gl tory of G6a, "the honodr'of Ee nd the B- 
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he candid Reader will be be so kind de Rouce 
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tht of immortal souls; Whilst the latter, das 
theit on gain from their quarter, the higheat' > „ 
der, and bèest market secures mem . bx 
s $c6nd observation is ta my bel An biechrel 
ati Sadat fellow labourers, fe gh NE 
of the Lord: As you ite Reede 'the 4 — 5 5 
gt ace f G04, 25 Have 8 manif6la Thatacter to | 
n Gp = he 5 1 _ has often made we 
Ban | nguage. df E, "who knew better 
Ser - / t 1. mg bee day, & itnp "tube Rook 

FF * 155 en for the Bur 
1 og Ve G04 for bur Wee of have - 
the ante ee vs Paul had, tö sek ohr süffici- 


400 = encies ffotn, "Then Tet us not unt, at Took unto BEE. 
os e. rs for an increas of faith, 'ahd N 7855 
Nes Aint the time; We are called u u, to exeref N 
e 4 — the dame For every iter of On = 45 
© is hot fn aced a6 à . a watchai; ; | 
„„ | buſlder, 1 the house of the Lor T hg 155 Pobile ca- 

„ dnn but in some measure, s called npon and 


gireg) to act the social re wh duties, 5 
it ividvals in his flock; such as, father, ta care 
and provide for the fatherless'; I 3 husband, to de- "Y 
fend the widow ; a brother to instruct, and coun- 
sel the younger branches, -acgording to their vari- | 
ous wants.” In all things, endeavouring to counter- 
act the devices of Satan, and exploring his depths ; 
thus approving himself to God, s a workman, 
whose heart is engaged | in the work ; using all di. - . 
lgence, in overcoming .the world, the flesh, nd 168 oy | 


rod 9 1 3 22 
steps. The that? why' Na. in enposing 


and his numerous ag . 
Lehne from without, \ '> | 
oe 

mY | 2 N. * 


_ and malice of Satan, 
or tools, Ra presently 
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"as well as fears from within. The world, angels, 
and men, are eyeing him, in the conflict; admir- 
ing his constancy, in his sufferings ; and one above 


all, will, in the pointed season Say, © well done 
fu 


thou good and faithful servant, enter thou into the 
Joy of thy Lord,” But if we once begin, to contrive 
to trim our ways, and, to shun the cross, by accom- 
modating ourselves, to the sinful maxims, and mans 
ners of ungodly sinners, with a view of avoiding the 
sufferings; so eat and drink with the drunken, and 
smite our fellow seryants, (with hard words or acts) 
who withstand such ungodliness ; let us take heed, 
lest our Lord cometh, in an hour when we look 
not for-him. But J forbear— Therefore shall con- 
clude, in the words of the inspired writer of my 
text, let them that guſer according to the will of 
God, commit the keeping of their souls to him, in 
well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. But the 
God of all grace, who hath called us, unto his eter- 
nal glory, by Christ Jesus, after that ye have su 
Fered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strength- 
en, settle you. To him be glory and dominion, for 
ever and ever, Amen. 2 
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In the note in page 31, read hopederd;" instead of npopedom,” 8 
cecond line from the top, read to the dust, instead of {| 
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g Page 36, | ind 
An * in the dust. 
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